
LOCAL ATTRACTIONS & ACTIVITIES

Adventure & Sports
• Karkloof Mountain Biking Trails – Some of South Africa’s best MTB routes, 
   suitable for beginners to pros.
• Midmar Mile (Seasonal Event) – The world’s largest open-water swimming event, 
   held annually at Midmar Dam.
• Golfing – Tee off at Gowrie Farm Golf Course (Nottingham Road), 
   Bosch Hoek Golf Club (Balgowan), or Sakabula Golf Course (Howick).
• Horse Riding (Dargle & Balgowan) – Scenic countryside rides through rolling hills and forest trails.
• Hot Air Ballooning – Float peacefully above the Midlands’ patchwork of farmlands and valleys.

Cultural & Historical
• Nelson Mandela Capture Site Museum – A must-visit heritage site with an interactive museum and  
   iconic sculpture made of 50 steel columns.
• Howick Museum – Learn about the area’s colonial and cultural history through local exhibits.
• Fort Nottingham Museum – Discover the story of early settlers and the local Zulu history that 
   shaped this region.
• Midlands Meander Art Route – Over 80 stops featuring pottery, weaving, fine art, 
   leatherwork, and handmade crafts.
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Nature & Wildlife
• Howick Falls – A majestic 95-metre waterfall known as “KwaNogqaza,” meaning 
   Place of the Tall One. Enjoy scenic views, local craft stalls, and photo opportunities.
• Midmar Dam Nature Reserve – Perfect for picnics, boating, kayaking, and wildlife spotting 
   — a great family day out.
• Karkloof Canopy Tour – Glide between forest platforms on zip-lines high above the 
   Karkloof valley — an unforgettable adventure!
• Dargle Valley Conservancy – Explore rolling farmland, indigenous forests, and scenic walking trails.
• Cumberland Nature Reserve – Home to waterfalls, hiking paths, and picnic spots overlooking 
   the Umgeni Valley.



LOCAL ATTRACTIONS & ACTIVITIES

Day Trips & Excursions
• Midlands Meander Route – Follow the scenic self-drive route from Hilton to Mooi River and discover 
art studios, breweries, and charming country stops.
• Nottingham Road Brewing Company – Sample craft beers and learn about the brewing process.
• Fordoun Spa & Wellness Centre – Pamper yourself with luxurious spa treatments in tranquil
   surroundings.
• Curry’s Post & Lions River Loop – Discover waterfalls, coffee estates, and countryside cafés 
   on this picturesque drive.
• Kamberg Nature Reserve & Rock Art Centre – Guided walks to ancient San rock art 
   sites nestled in the Drakensberg foothills.
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Shopping & Entertainment
• Piggly Wiggly Country Village – A family favourite with local boutiques, a chocolate factory, 
   wine cellar, and kids activities.
• The Junction (Nottingham Road) – A quaint collection of coffee shops, craft stores, and art galleries.
• Terbodore Coffee Roasters – Enjoy freshly roasted coffee and delicious baked goods in a 
   relaxed farm setting.
• Zulu Lulu Art House – Vibrant ceramics, glasswork, and paintings by local artists.
• Rotunda Farm Stall (Mooi River) – Stop for homemade jams, cheeses, and fresh Midlands produce.
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